378         The mystery of the Seville oranges*   [A.D. 1775.
much forwardness, to rally him on his late appearance at the theatre; but had reason to repent of his temerity. ' Why, Sir, did you go to Mrs. Abington's benefit ? Did you see ?' JOHNSON. 'No, Sir/ ' Did you hear?' JOHNSON. ' No, Sir.' ' Why then, Sir, did you go ?' JOHNSON. ' Because, Sir, she is a favourite of the publick; and when the publick cares the thousandth part for you that it does for her, I will go to your benefit too V
Next morning I won a small bet from Lady Diana Beau-clerk, by asking him as to one of his particularities, which her Ladyship laid I durst not do. It seems he had been frequently observed at the Club to put into his pocket the Seville oranges, after he had squeezed the juice of them into the drink which he made for himself. Beauclerk and Gar-rick talked of it to me, and seemed to think that he had a strange unwillingness to be discovered. We could not divine what he did with them ; and this was the bold question to be put. I saw on his table the spoils of the preceding night, some fresh peels nicely scraped and cut into pieces. ' 0, Sir, (said I,) I now partly see what you do with the squeezed oranges which you put into your pocket at the Club.' JOHNSON. 'I have a great love for them.' Bos-WELL. ' And pray, Sir, what do you do with them ? You scrape them, it seems, very neatly, and what next ?' JOHN-SON. ' Let them dry, Sir.' BOSWELL. ' And what next ?' JOHNSON. ' Nay, Sir, you shall know their fate no further.' BOSWELL. 'Then the world must be left in the dark. It must be said, (assuming a mock solemnity,) he scraped them, and let them dry, but what he did with them next, he never could be prevailed upon to tell.' JOHNSON. ' Nay, Sir, you should say it more emphatically:—he could not be prevailed upon, even by his dearest friends, to tell8.'
1  In the Garrzck Carres, (ii. 141) is a letter dated March 4, 1776, from (to use Garrick's own words) ' that worst of bad women, Mrs, Abington, to ask my playing for her benefit.'    It is endorsed by Garrick:—' A copy of Mother Abington's Letter about leaving the stage.'
2  Twenty years earlier he had recommended to Miss Boothby as a
Heine on Friday lit the Turk's* Head, Gerrard Street, with our Club, who now dine onre n month, and sup every Friday.'    />///r.»- *»/ /Mr.w//, p. |K6.   The meeting of Friday, March 24. is drneribed tttttt'. it. ;V»J.und that of April 7,/W, ii, 3^5
